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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

5  School Closed for Labor Day 

7  Band Instrument Fittings from 4:00 – 7:00pm 

9  NWEA Testing Window Closes 

9  Midterm Date 

9  Otter Classic Cross Country Race 

12  School Board Meeting 6:00pm 

13  PTO General Meeting 6:30pm 

14  Midterm Reports Sent Home in Bookbags 

15  PTO Directory Forms Due 

16  Kinderlauf Cross Country Race 

20  Bus Evacuation Drill 9:00am 

23  Husky Hustle Cross Country Race 

26-30  Book Fair 

26  School Board Meeting 6:00pm 

27  Cadet Mile Cross Country Race 

30  Falcon Factor Assembly 

30  Cougar Chase Cross Country Race 

30  Kindergarten Field Trip to the Apple Orchard 

30  Falcon Fall Fest 6:00 – 8:00pm (Book Fair Open)   

 

 



Student Council 

Student council is back! Students in grades 3-5 can sign up to run as a representative of their classroom. A yellow 

form came home at the end of August and is due back by September 9th if interested. Those candidates will need to 

prepare a short speech to give in their classroom. Two students will be elected students per class and will be 

required to attend meetings after school and help with our scheduled activities. Contact a fifth grade teacher if you 

have questions. 

 

Pandy Sinish 

5th Grade Teacher – Cedar Canyon Elementary 

Head Volleyball Coach – Carroll High School 

637-6101 ext. 8554 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Welcome back Cedar Canyon Elementary!  

It is great to see our students back in school!  I love the energy that our kids bring when coming back and our 

teachers love to see their enthusiasm.  I have enjoyed seeing their smiling faces and getting to know all them 

as well.  We are thankful for our new and returning students!  There is no doubt in my mind that we are going 

to have a great year! 

Thank YOU  

I would like to “THANK” the ENTIRE Cedar Canyon Staff for all the work they put into getting our school ready 

for another year. I know that everyone has spent countless hours preparing so that each student has the tools 

required for a successful school year. THANK YOU!  

Schoolwide Focus 

This year as a school, we will focus on how we look at situations.  We talked about our 

mindset and framing things in the positive.  I explained that we want to look at 

situations as a “glass half full” or looking for the positive. Each of our lifeskills will focus 

around this motto. 

For the months of August and September, our specific Lifeskill focus is on personal best, 

to be the best you can be.  Students have had conversations 

in their classrooms about how to further develop this skill and how it looks, 

sounds, and feels to show kindness.  In addition to this, each day, I am 

challenging the students to show the lifeskill of personal best in different ways.  

There are posters that have been developed to help with our focus that I have 

included in the email.  They are placed throughout the school as a constant 

reminder to our students.  Please take some time to discuss with your student 

ways in which we can do our personal best and what it looks like in different 

situations. 



Lifeskill Bingo Sheets 

You will find in your child’s folder or attached to this email, a Personal Best Bingo 
sheet.  The goal of this project is to find ways to use the focused lifeskill throughout their 
day.  Our hope is for each student to be able to complete the 24 personal best activities by 
the end of September.  As your child completes an activity, an adult must sign off on the 
box.  The signature shows the school that it has been accomplished.  When all of the 
boxes are completed, the student should put their full name on the paper along with their 
class code (Grade Level – Teacher Last name à ex. 5 -S) and turn it into the office.  At the 

end of the two months, 10 papers will be drawn from the box to receive a prize.   We will do this for each of 
our lifeskills this year.  Thank you so much for your help in instilling these skills. 
 

Falcon Factors 

This year we will continue our Falcon Factors. Every other month we will get together as a school family to 

celebrate our accomplishments, discuss our goals, and have some fun. Our first Falcon Factor will be on 

September 30th. Please have your child wear their Falcon gear or any other “Blue” shirt on that day.  

PTO 

Cedar Canyon has an outstanding PTO that dedicates a great deal of time, effort, money, and love into 

supporting each one of our students and staff members. If you have not already joined, I would encourage 

you to do so! It is an important element in our school’s success and we are so thankful for all of their support.  

Thank you for your continued support and working with us to get off to a great start!  Please let us know if 

there is anything that we can do to help you or your student. 

Partners in Education, 

 

 

Courtney Bailey 

 

BOOK FEES 

Book fees will not be assessed until October in order 

to align the elementary schools with the secondary 

schools.  

You will be informed when it is time for you to pay.  

 



NOTES FROM THE CLINIC 

       My name is Betsy Bloom and I am the nurse at Cedar Canyon. The school year is off to a busy start.  One of my 

top priorities is to help keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible.  If your child has a health concern and 

you have not spoken to me regarding it, please do so right away. If you have paperwork for the clinic that 

hasn’t been turned in or medicine to get to me, please do that as soon as possible.  If there are new medical 

issues that arise or any changes in your child’s health, please keep me informed.  My hours are Monday through 

Friday from 8:00 to 2:30. I can be reached at 637-6101, extension 8508. If it is after hours, just use my 

extension and leave me a message and I will return your call the next day as soon as I am able.  I also check email 

regularly during the day, so you can communicate with me that way as well at Elizabeth.bloom@nacs.k12.in.us  

         Please note that if your child has medication here to be given as needed and I administer it, I will do my best 

to send a note home letting you know what time they received it. There is no way that I can send a note home or 

make a phone call for every visit to the clinic but I will do my best to send a note or make a phone call if I believe 

that it is necessary.   If there is a better way of communicating with you, (if you would prefer I text or 

email) please let me know.  I have been using text and email more often to communicate with parents and it 

has worked out well.   Of course, if you ever have any questions please give me a call.  If I start to notice that 

your child is making a lot of trips to the clinic, I will also make a call to see if they are having the same 

complaints/symptoms at home.  On the same note, if there is a family situation positive or negative that may be 

affecting your student please inform me or the teacher about this if possible because often these situations can 

cause upset stomachs or other symptoms of anxiety. 

            Cold and allergy season has already arrived at Cedar Canyon this year, which means that students 

may need cough and throat drops at school.  Students may bring their own supply to school in their 

bookbag.  These will be stored in the clinic, so be sure to mark with their name.  

            On occasion your child may come home with different clothes on because something was spilled on them at 

lunch, got a bloody nose, or some other reason.  Please wash and return these clothes ASAP because I will need 

them for another student. On that same note if you have any pants with elastic waistbands that you want to donate 

to the clinic, any size from 3 toddler to size 16, we can use them.  Just send them in with your child and put a note 

on them that they are for the clinic. 

     Please keep these NACS policies in mind when deciding to send your child to school or not…Do not send your 

child to school with symptoms of illness (fever, undiagnosed rash, constant cough, diarrhea, vomiting, etc).  A 

child MUST BE fever free (below 100) without medication (Tylenol, Advil, Motrin, Ibuprofen, etc) and symptom 

free (see above symptoms) for 24 HOURS BEFORE RETURNING TO SCHOOL.  A child requires 24 hours of 

medication before returning to school for pink eye, strep throat and impetigo.  In the case of chickenpox, all 

lesions must be scabbed over and the student must be fever free before the child can return to school.   If there 

is ever a question about your child returning to school due to an illness, please call me! 

      Please also keep us updated with any number changes…it is important that we can reach someone during the day 

in the event of illness or emergency. 

Thank you for all you do to help keep Cedar Canyon healthy and safe. 

mailto:Elizabeth.bloom@nacs.k12.in.us


Music Notes with Mrs. Weidner 

Welcome back, Falcons!  I am thrilled to begin my tenth year teaching music and my fourth year here at Cedar Canyon!  

We have been busy taking our pre-tests and reviewing material from last year.   

I have four guidelines for the students that I believe will keep our music room a fun, safe, and educational place to be: 

1- Be Safe- Walk, keep your body to yourself, be aware of those around you 

2- Be Respectful- Listen while others are talking, use materials appropriately, be kind to yourself and others 

3- Be Responsible- Try your hardest every day, put materials back where you got them, remember to bring materials to 

class (recorders, instruments, music, etc.) 

4- HAVE FUN! 

 
You will notice that each class students will receive a conduct grade in PowerSchool on a scale from 1-4.  The grading 
scale is based on the NACS report card scores as listed in the elementary handbook.  Additionally, I will give a student a 
1/4 if the student refuses to participate or will not try the activity, even given modifications or accommodations I use to 
help make the student feel more at ease.  My goal is always to help students feel comfortable taking risks and trying 
new things in music class.  While they may not always love the activity or want to perform for others, performing for 
others is a state standard we assess and speaking in front of others is an important life skill to acquire. 
 
Attention 5th grade parents!!  We will be starting band soon!  Band is a great way to work on perseverance, 
coordination, and attention to detail…plus it’s FUN!  This year, band will be at the end of the day from 1:45-2:20 on 
Thursdays or Fridays.  Any students who are interested in learning how to play a band instrument will have the 
opportunity to come to instrument fitting night on September 7 to try out instruments.  Please use the link or QR code 
below to sign up for a time that works best for you.   

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848A8A82BA5FA7-band  

 

  
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at jamie.weidner@nacs.k12.in.us.  I am looking forward to a great year! 

- Jamie Weidner 

 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848A8A82BA5FA7-band
mailto:jamie.weidner@nacs.k12.in.us


Artists in Action with Mrs. Harry 

Welcome back, Cedar Canyon! I am so excited to start my second year in the art room!  

We have started out the school year by talking through expectations and routines for the classroom and creating a 

“Growth Flower Petal.” To accomplish this project, we talked about ways we grew over the summer, and how we are 

looking forward to growing and learning this year. Students then decorated a paper flower petal with images of either 

something special they did over the summer, or what they are looking forward to in this new school year. We then 

assembled the petals by grade level to create a beautiful flower to represent each grade. If you’re walking by the art 

room, you can’t miss them! 

When talking through expectations for the art room, I let students know that I have three main guidelines for them to 

follow.  

1. Be respectful – be kind to each other, the teacher, the art supplies  

2. Be responsible – use supplies safely, stay in seats, listen quietly 

3. Always try your best! 

These expectations will help art class run smoothly and efficiently. They will also help create an environment that is safe 

for our growing artists. 

Throughout the year, students will be receiving grades for their conduct, art projects, and technique/sketchbook studies. 

Conduct grades are a weekly score in PowerSchool that are based on a 1-4 scale. Projects and studies will be graded 

based upon Indiana’s state standards of “Creating Art, Connecting Art, Responding to Art, and Presenting Art.” My goal 

is to create an engaging environment that allows students to master these concepts through creating art and learning 

more about the world around them and how it relates to their lives. I have told students that whether they love art or 

not, if they are trying their best, putting forth good effort, and following directions, they will succeed in art class.  

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at alexis.harry@nacs.k12.in.us for any reason! 

- Alexis Harry 

 

mailto:alexis.harry@nacs.k12.in.us


Gym Shorts with Mrs. Cobbs 

Welcome Back!! 

My name is Kristy Cobbs and I will be your student’s Physical Education Teacher at Cedar Canyon Elementary this year.  

You can expect your child to be exposed to a variety of new activities in the areas of physical fitness, movement 

awareness, hand-eye coordination, indoor and outdoor recreation, rhythms and dance, team building activities, and 

more.   

****Students are required to wear appropriate shoes, socks, and shorts under any skirts but no dresses please.  

Shoes should remain here at school all year. 

Students are encouraged to bring water bottles to class.  They MUST have their names on their water bottle, and they 

must not leak.  In addition, we will be going outside for a long period of time, if your student needs sunscreen please 

apply it before school.   

Throughout the school year, I will be using the following procedures to ensure success and safety in my classroom: 

PROCEDURES FOR SUCCESS IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Be Responsible:  wear appropriate shoes and clothing 

Active Listening:  listen during instruction time 

Do Your Personal Best:  try your hardest everyday 

Demonstrate Respect:  treat people and equipment right 

Demonstrate Self-Control:  keep your body and voice under control at all times. 

Finally, I believe communication is crucial on both ends.  To help keep you informed I will send notes home for the 

following: 

No Gym Shoes    Not dressed appropriately   

No Socks  Behavior Concerns  

I would really appreciate hearing from you if your student got injured in any way that will limit their ability to 

participate fully. If they arrive without a note, they will be expected to play. 

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please feel free to contact me.  My email address is 

Kristy.cobbs@nacs.k12.in.us 

Kristy Cobbs 

2021 INSHAPE Elementary PE Teacher of the Year 

 

 



DEVICE PROTECTION PLAN 

Device Protection Plan is optional insurance to help offset the cost of damage 

and repair to your student(s) device. 

To learn about this program, see below or go to the NACS website.  Under the  

Quick Links go to “Online Payments”, then choose “NACS Edge”.   You can print 

the form and send it in with cash/check or pay online at https://nacs.revtrak.net/ 

 
 

 

https://nacs.revtrak.net/

